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The Effectiveness of the Practicum Guidebook
for Nursing Students and Instructors

Masami YAMADA
Noriko OKAMURA", Reiko TAKAHASHI", Chika DOZAWA"

Niigata College of Nursing
Niigata Prefectural Center Hospital”

Summary  The purpose of this study was to develop the practicum guidebook and evaluate its
effectiveness related the instructional skills of staff nurse instructors in the acute care nursing
practicum at the urology and otorhinolaryngology unit. The practicum guidebook, a B6-size
booklet, was developed based on the students’ learning outcomes to cover their leaning contents
categorized by medical diagnoses and treatments. The staff nurse instructors were asked to
evaluate the effectiveness of the practicum guidebook using the same questionnaires in pre- and
post-implementation phases. The nursing students were asked to evaluate its effectiveness in
post-implementation phase.

Significant improvements were found in the following three items related to the attitudes of the
staff nurse instructors : “To demonstrate my nursing skills to the students with supplemental

», «

explanations”; “to support the students’ thinking and planning process”; and “to assist the

students’ implementation of nursing skills.” The qualitative findings of the nursing students’
responses included their positive and responses such as the usefulness of the practicum
guidebook to understand the direction and focus of the clinical practicum. The practicum
guidebook improved several areas of attitudes of staff nurse instructors. Implications of
further study include: modifications and refinement of the practicum guidebook, practicum
program, and the design of the study.
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