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Abstract

The aim of this study was to clarify what significance postoperative lung cancer patients
place on living while receiving oral chemotherapy. Data were collected using semi-structured
interviews with eight stage IA or IB lung cancer patients undergoing postoperative oral
chemotherapy. The data were then analyzed with reference to Krippendorff's method of
content analysis.

The results revealed seven concepts in the significance that postoperative lung cancer
patients place on living while receiving oral chemotherapy. These seven concepts were: “living
with constant anxiety about recurrence and death,” “not knowing what the future will hold,”
“relief that the cancer was discovered at an early stage,” “managing to live a life of treatment
while being supported by the people around them,” “figuring out how to live a life of treatment
while receiving chemotherapy,” “deciding to live in the present reality in their own way,” and
“wishing for their usual everyday life to continue for a long time.”

This study revealed that early-stage lung cancer patients were thankful that their cancer
was discovered at an early stage despite feeling anxiety and uncertainty about having cancer.
These patients moved forward with their lives through introspection in order to accept
themselves.
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