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Role recognition by public health nurses at public health centers responsible for healthcare activities

for intractable illnesses
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?) Nagaoka Sutoku University

Abstract

To clarify the role recognition of public health nurses at public health centers responsible for
healthcare activities for intractable illnesses, we held semi-structured interviews with 11 public
health nurses and analyzed the results by the KJ method.

The analysis revealed that the public health nurses recognized the following roles. A role to
achieve a life which patient’s family wants by “staying considerate of/supporting individual patients
throughout the long recuperation period” and “constructing regional care systems to respond to
specific challenges and needs of the times.” To achieve the role, the nurses envisioned a role to lead
healthcare activities for intractable illnesses by “leading regional care efforts to match the social
condition of the patient’s family and measures” and “systematically engaging in healthcare activities
for intractable illnesses in conjunction with a broad spectrum of activities of public health centers.”
While performing these roles and transferring to other workplaces, the public health nurses regarded
the following activities as a role to support/guide each patient throughout the long recuperation
period: “training newly appointed public health nurses to ensure that high-quality care is
continuously provided,” “coordinating efforts towards new challenges in collaboration with relevant
organizations,” “visualizing long-term challenges to promote multidisciplinary and multi-center
endeavors,” and “continuing healthcare activities for intractable illnesses while taking over existing
challenges.”

While the public health nurses would sometimes need to take over existing challenges after
transferring to other workplaces, they had a long-term perspective. They recognized their roles while

keeping in mind the situation after their transfer.

Keywords: intractable ilinesses, public health nurses at public health centers, role recognition



