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Health Care Needs of Released Inmates

Kenji Funayama

Niigata College of Nursing

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation and

issues of addressing the health care needs of released inmates

Methods: The study was designed as a quantitative descriptive study (actual
conditions survey, fact-finding type) and was examined and approved by our
university’ s research ethics review committee. An anonymous
self-administered questionnaire survey was conducted from September 14 to
October 9, 2020, by means of a total-population postal survey, with a total
of 48 Regional Sustained Community Life Support Center directors in all 47

prefectures of Japan.

Results: We collected 36 questionnaire surveys (75.0% response rate) and
received 34 valid responses (70.8% valid response rate). Responses were
obtained for the following seven items. (1) Appropriateness of prison medical
care, (2) attitudes of released inmates toward medical treatment, (3) status
of medical institutions’ acceptance of released inmates for medical
treatment, (4) types of contributions to pay for medical examinations
immediately after release from prison, (5) requests to local public health
nurses for medical examinations and health promotion for released inmates,
(6) requests to nurses at medical institutions for medical examinations of
inmates, and (7) use situation of notices and administrative communications
issued by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare when coordinating the
acceptance of released inmates.
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Conclusions: The results of this study revealed the following six points.
(1) Among the Community Life Support Center directors, 73.5% indicated “do
not think it is appropriate” for prison medical care. (2) There are a wide
range of attitudes toward medical treatment among released inmates, including
those who seek medical care excessively, and those who refuse medical care.
(3) There is ignorance, prejudice, and discrimination with regard to released
inmates among local health care workers. (4) There is a strong degree of
difficulty in coordinating hospitalization acceptance for released inmates.
(5) In most cases, the cost of medical examinations immediately after release
from prison was funded by public assistance. (6) Released inmates were
regarded as people living in the community, and there were expectations for

the maintenance and promotion of their health.

Key Word : Released Inmates, Health Care Needs, Regional Sustained Community

Life Support Center, Full survey

HAZ 3 Loy 7 E#EFESEE Vol.§,No.2, March 2022



