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Research Report on the Suitable Housing Environment (No. 5)

— Consideration of a Nursing Home for the Aged and Houses in the Joetsu District —

Osamu SUGITA?, Tomoko SAITOHY, Kazuko YASUDA?, Keiko KOBAYASHI”,
Shin-ichi SEKIYA?, Misako SASAKIY, Youko NISHIWAKI®, Koji MUROOKA?, Mitsuko MITO?

UNiigata College of Nursing, ?Heart Architect’s Office, *Yamanashi College of Nursing

Summary This paper is an annual report on our research conducted in 1999. The present

investigation and studies were as follows.

1) Bulletins about housing entitled SUMAKEN NEWS were published regularly six times a
year (Vol. 8-13).

2) We held the fourth “SUMAKEN” forum at which lecture was given by Dr. Takuo KUROIWA.

3) For the purpose of research, we visited the ORA-HOUSE UNAZUKI, which is a nursing
home for the aged.

4) One of the authors constructed the propose house, which was opened to the public.

Observation of the ORA-HOUSE UNAZUKI prompted us to consider the following three
points. (D A nursing home of good quality for the aged should be subsidized from national
funds, even if it exceeds the legal minimum standards. @ A aged people should be able to
choose their preferred accommodation from various living places. (3 Assurance of each
person’s independence and close relations with family or friends are important factors.

The results of investigation of the propose house are summarized as follows. @ In
addition to a building fund, physical and mental stamina were required. @ Important factors
in our life should be considered. (3 Several problems remained, including building materials
and the task of clearing snow from the road in front of a house.

About 250 people inspected the propose house.
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