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Survey on Student Nurse Awareness of Male Midwives

Mayu TAKATSUKA, Shiho KAKIUCHI, Hatsumi TAKAHASHI, Hisae MURAYAMA

Niigata College of Nursing

Summary This study was conducted to clarify the awareness of students specializing in
nursing about male midwives and to determine the tendencies stratified by academic year and
subject specialty. The return rate of questionnaire replies was 87% (n=282). The subjects of
the survey consisted of 1% to 3™ year nursing students, postgraduate nursing students
specializing in public health (hereafter abbreviated to public health specialists) and
postgraduate students specializing in midwifery (hereafter abbreviated to midwives). The
results obtained were as follows.

1) Some 75.5% of the students were aware of the existence of male midwives.

2) The proportion of responses approving of the introduction of males into the midwifery field
was 41.8%, while that of disapproving responses was 47.9% and that of undecided responses
was 10.3%.

3) The reasons cited for disapproval included “mental anguish,” “lack of physical privacy,” and
also the “desire to receive the anxiety-free care provided by a female midwife.”

» «

4) The reasons cited for approval included “the right to choose a career,” “sex discrimination,”

» «

“sexual equality,” “new activity arising from the emergence of male midwives,” and “anticipation

of paternal support of childcare.”
5) There was not a single student who gave the response of “would select a male midwife”
when answering a hypothetical question relating to their personal choice of care provider.
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