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. A Comparison of the Student’s Image of a Nurse using the Longitudinal Method
and the Cross-sectional Method
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Summary The purpose of this study is to investigate the difference of the longitudinal method
and the cross-sectional method in the student’s image of a nurse. The subjects were 89 nursing
students in the longitudinal method and 278 nursing students in the cross-sectional method.
The questionnaire investigations were carried out in November, 1998 —November, 2000.

The results indicated as follows:
1) Results were similar using both the longitudinal and the cross-sectional study methods.
2) This study reveals a significant increase in the students’ positive image of a nurse was seen
in the factors of “intelligence” and “occupational attractive”.
3) This change depending on the students’ experiences in their school curriculum.
4) As the longitudinal method reflects the cohort factors, the method is useful for

understanding the characteristics of a grade means.
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