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There is a group of three British authors who
were born in the latter half of the 19™ century
who all penned works that shaped my life.
Chronologically, the first of the three is Rudyard
Kipling who wrote The Jungle Book (1894) and
The Just So Stories (1902). His short stories
were a mixture of prose and poetry verse that
was to shape the writing of English children’s
books for the next few generations. The stories
incorporated adventure and nature, the settings
were exotic (India and Africa) and the descrip-
tions were vivid and involving. Words were used
not just for their meaning, but for their sound
and their thythm and the stories became pictures
and images of far off wild and beautiful places.
The main characters were often animals that
were given human attributes and were presented
as pure, with the simple virtues of love and loy-
alty and the desire to do what is right.
Alan Alexander (A.A.) Milne comes next on my
list of three. His works star a lovable set of char-
acters that are now probably best known because
of being taken over by the Disney franchise.
Winnie-the-Pooh was published in 1926 and The
House at Pooh Corner was published in 1928.
Both these books and a number of other con-
nected children’s verses became the body of
work that A.A. Milne is remembered for. The
stories he penned for his son Christopher Robin
Milne have become world famous. They are
wonderfully imaginative, peaceful and loving
stories of friendship, loyalty and basic common
sense values that use Christopher Robin Milne’s
real stuffed toys as the basis for the main charac-
ters. Just as in Kipling’s stories, there is a mix-
ture of prose and verse that is full of warmth and
humour. There is so much wisdom to be gained
from the way the animals interact in the stories
and the world of Winnie-the-Pooh is an ideal
that we all hope to share with our children.
The third on my list is John Ronald Reuel
(J.R.R.) Tolkein. The Hobbit (1936) and The
Lord of the Rings (1955) are books I have read
and reread many times. The world that Tolkein
created was called the Middle Earth, and the
central characters had many of the same qualities
of purity, loyalty, friendship and sense of good
that Kipling’s and Milne’s characters display.
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There is a strong belief that pure good exists and the
world should be a place where people live in harmony
with neighbour and nature and with humour and hu-
mility in their hearts. Tolkein experienced two world
wars and saw first hand that sometimes the ideal
world can seem far away, but his stories show us there
is always hope and that hope is the source of strength
even in times of weakness and desperation.

My parents read to me when I was a child, and some
of my fondest childhood memories come from the
stories they shared with me. These stories helped
shape my understanding of the world and what [ value
in life. I read to my kids now, and these are some of
the stories I share with them.
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